A PLACE CALLED HEAVEN

(John 14:1‑6)   1Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  
5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?  6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

(1) Jesus told us that heaven is a place.    

(2) Second he told us that it is a prepared Place.

(3) Third he said that it(s a prepared place for prepared people.  

(1) HEAVEN IS A PLACE.
As we look closely at these words, the first thing we notice is that, according to Jesus, Heaven is a genuine place. Notice that Jesus did not go into a lot of details here describing Heaven, but He did call it: (1) a place to which He was going, (2) a place from which He would return, (3) and a place He would one day take all whom the Father had given him. 

It(s a real place. This is reinforced by other scriptures. 

JESUS HAD SAID EARLIER THAT HE CAME FROM HEAVEN
(John 6:38) For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

HE TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES TO PRAY:   Our Father who art in heaven. (Matt. 6:9)

(Heb 1:3) .... when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

Luke writes of the Ascension saying that ((while he blessed them, he was...carried up into heaven(( (24:51). 

In the OT we read, ((If my people, who are called by my name, shall humble themselves, & pray, & seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land(( (2 Chr.7:14).

HEAVEN WAS A CREATED PLACE LIKE EARTH

(Ps 124:8) Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
HEAVEN IS A PLACE AND IT IS A REAL PLACE AND A PLACE THAT WE NEED TO SPEND MORE TIME THINKING ABOUT.

ADVANCE \d4
C.S. Lewis (( "since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world is why they have become so ineffective in this one."

You will gravitate towards the direction that you are looking. 

(Col 3:1‑2)  1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

EVEN THE DEVIL KNOWS THAT HEAVEN IS A REAL PLACE

(Rev 13:6)  And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
(2) HEAVEN IS A PREPARED PLACE

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
Jesus has a place waiting for all those who are his.  Not any place but a prepared place just for you and me. 

And what a place that it is.
ADVANCE \d4I recently read of a man who visited a distinguished artist at his studio. He found the artist there with an open Bible in front of him turned to Revelation 21:19-20 while at the same time he was arranging squares of colored glass. 

THIS IS WHAT THE ARTIST SAID,
"I have made a singular discovery," he said, "these are 

the precious stones in the foundation of the New Jerusalem, and when placed in the order described in the vision they form a perfect harmony of color. Were a convention of artists called to produce a perfect color-scheme, they could not improve upon it."ADVANCE \d4
God loves beauty or He wouldn’t((t have put so much of it in this world. Who painted the butterfly(s wing with all those gorgeous hues? Who thought up sunrises and sunsets? Who put the blue in the bluebird? Who taught the raindrop to take a ray of light from the sun rainbow and pencil it on the sky in one huge arch of bewildering elegance? Who made maple trees that look like they are on fire in the fall? Who made all the brilliant colors found in fish.
ADVANCE \d4John Donne said, (No man ever saw God and lived. And yet, I shall not really live till I see God.(
Or as Randy Alcorn puts it, (The day I die will be the best day I((ve ever lived.(
THERE’S PEACE IN KNOWING WHERE YOUR GOING AND WHAT(S IN STORE FOR YOU
(2 Cor 5:8)  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

WHEN WE DIE, WE WILL HEAR GOD SAY ONE OF TWO THINGS TO US :
(1) Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.   (Matt. 25:23)   
OR

(2) cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness:           there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matt. 25:30)
Yes heaven is a place, and it(s a prepared place 

but it(s only a place for a prepared people
JESUS SAID, (I go to prepare a place for you.(
HE’S PREPARING A PLACE.  ARE YOU PREPARING TO GO THERE? 

THINGS THAT THE BIBLE SAYS IS IN HEAVEN
MANSIONS; TREES;  RIVERS;  FOUNTAINS OF WATER;  FOOD;  ANIMALS; ALTARS;  FIRE AND COALS; TONGS; CENSER; INCENSE  CROWNS;  RAINBOWS; THUNDERING; LIGHTNING; CLOUDS;  LAMPS;  A SEA OF GLASS;  SINGING;  WORSHIP;  MOUNTAINS;  DOORS AND POSTS;  PRECIOUS STONES;  DIAMONDS;  PEARLS;  WALLS; GATES;  FRUITS;  TRUMPETS; TEMPLE; PALM LEAVES; PALM TREES;  AND INNUMERABLE OTHER THINGS.
BUT MOST IMPORTANT IS THAT JESUS CHRIST AND GOD, THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE, WILL BE THERE.
It’s a real place prepared for you.  And he’s coming for those who have prepared to go.
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